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Preservation of Aquarion land remains the goal

To the editor:

During the past year, the town and the Greenwich
Land Trust have joined to negotiate with the
Agquarion Water Co. to protect 3656 acres of its land
as permanent open space. As we recently
announced, these negotiations have been
suspended. Although this is disappointing, we want
to reassure Greenwich citizens about the future of
this open space.

The Aquarion land wouid have represented the
targest open space project in the history of
Greenwich. The majorily consists of 270 acres
surrounding the Putnam Lake and Rockwood Lake
reservoirs that would be protected by conservation
easements. The remaining 95 acres, which are slated
for purchase, are divided into two parcels, one on
Lake Avenue and one off North Street. Profection of
these lands would establish a significant permanent
“"green corridor" with connections to the town's 297-
acre Babcock Preserve and a 51-acre Greenwich
Land Trust preserve. It would protect our water, air,
natural hahitats and wildlife, benefitling the
environmental health of Greenwich ferever.

To ensure that this corridor would be preserved,

the town and the Land Trust pursued an opportunity
created by state legislation in 2004 that offers
incentives to water companies desiring to dispose of
excess land. The legislation promotes sales to
towns or land trusts through incentives including
rights of first refusal, significant tax benefits for a

bargain sale for conservation purposes, and
economic disincentives for sale to developers. A
primary reason for the legislation was to protect
sizeable {racts as permanenti open space should they
become available. Water-company-owned lands
containing active reservoirs cannot be sold, but
conservation easements can be placed on them to
protect against land-use changes.

It shouid be noted that this legislation passed as a
resuit of the support of many people, in particular
state Rep. Livvy Floren, state Sen. Bill Nickerson,
Cheryl Dunson of the Connecticut League of
Conservation Voters, Curt Johnson and Don Strait of
the Connecticut Fund for the Environment and
Denise Savageau, town conservation director. We
thank them. While providing financial incentives to
water companies o preserve excess land as open
space, they crafted legislation that also contains
restrictions on the sale of such lands for
development.

For the immediate future, Greenwich citizens can
remain assured that Aquarion fands wiil remain
open space. However, we cannot assume this
forever. Thus, it remains our mutual goal to pursue
the protection of Aquarion land at a future date. That
is the only way to ensure that it will be permanently
protected.

Bill Boysen
Feter Tesei
The writers are, respectively, the president of the
Greenwich Land Trust and the first selectman of
Greenwich.
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